The church of Haghios Demetrios is located on
the northern outskirts of the village Thoknia,
approximately seven kilometres away from the
city of Megalopolis and dates to the first
decades of the 18th century. It is a small single-
nave church with a semicircular sanctuary apse
at the east side. It is covered by a longitudinal
barrel-vault, based on two reinforcing arches. In
the middle of the western strainer-arch a stone-
built pier was added in a later period to support
the vaulting, which was demolished after the
completion of the consolidation works. The
churchis built of rubble masonry and connective
lime mortar, while big ashlar stones are used in
the corners, spolia from ancient buildings. The
access to the interior of the church is achieved
by two doors, while three small windows provide
natural light in its interior. The division of the nave
from the sanctuary is performed by a newer
carved iconostasis of the 19th century.
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The interior of the monument is covered by wall paintings in a Poor
state of preservation, dated to the year 1729, according to the
dedicatory inscription. The donor of the frescoes was Athanasios
Koulopoulos, from Karytaina, mentioned also in the inscriptions of the
old and the new katholikon of the Kalamiou Monastery at the gorge of
Lousios River. On the basis of stylistic and iconographic criteria the
frescoes can be attributed to the workshop of Pediotes family
(painters John and Michael Pediotis). The iconographical program
consists of the representation of the Virgin and Child on the conch of
the apse and, in a lower level, a zone of celebrating hierarchs. The
frescoes of the lateral walls of the nave are divided into zones, where
saints are represented. The barrel-vault is decorated with scenes from
the life of Christ and the Virgin Mary. In the central part of the vaulting,
between the two reinforcing arches, the Pantocrator is depicted in a
medallion surrounded by the four Evangelists. Four scenes from the
Old Testament complete the decoration of the center of the barrel-
vault.

The monument suffered serious structural problems. Large
cracks had disrupted the cohesion of the masonry, while the building
was ready to collapse. The project entitled "Conservation - restoration
of the Church of Agios Demetrios in Thoknia, Municipality of
Megalopolis, Arcadia" with a budget of 270.000 € was included in the
Regional Operational Program of "Western Greece, Peloponnese -
lonian Islands 2007-2013" and was initiated by the 25th Ephorate of
Byzantine Antiquities by self-supervision. After October 2014 and until
the completion of work the responsibility and coordination was
undertaken by the Ephorate of Antiquities of Messinia. Within the
project, the following work was carried out:

¢ Reinforcement of static efficiency of the church by applying
groutinjections.

e Final pointing.

e Transversal metal tractorsand wooden struts were placed as
extrareinforcing of the masonry.

e Consolidation of the vaulting and retiling of the roof with
handmade tiles of Byzantine type.

e In the interior, support and rehabilitation of the two
reinforcing archestook place.

e Removal of stone-built pierin the nave.

e Thefloorwasrepaired.

e The metal doors of the temple were replaced with new
wooden of traditional type doors.

* The wall-paintings were fixed, conserved and cleaned,
while conservation work was performed also in the wooden-
carved iconostasis.

e Finally small-scale operations in the surrounding area took
place in order to enhance the monument.

Karown tou pvnueiou.

Ground plan.
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