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AvaoTnAwon avatoAikob TURHATOG KAoTpoL Avépoboag

Restoration of the eastern section of the Androusa castle
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H avéyepon 1oL KAOTPOL TNG AvépoLoag ToTToBOE-
TeiTAl YOPW oTa péoa Tov 130L Al®vVA KAl ATTobi-
SeTal, COUPWVA PE TO XPOVIKOV TOL MOPEWGS, OTOV
PNUICPEVO DPAYKO NYEUOVA TOLAIEAUO BIAeapSovivo.
Ye £yypapa TNG TTEPIOSOL TOL MPIYKITTATOL TNG AXAIAG
(1205-1428) n Av6p0oLCA PVNUOVELETAI WG £50A TOL
kamTavou TN KaoTeAaviag Tng KaAapdTag. Ita TeAN
TOL 1400 AIVA TO KACTPO ATTOTEAEI TN PECTNVIAKN
¢6pa TNG pIoBopopikng ETaipeiac Ty NaPappaiwy.

ApIOTEPA: AEPOPWTOYPAPIA TOL KAGTPOL
Kdare: Amoyn ToL KAOTPOL aTrd BOPEIA TIPIV ATTO TIG EPYATIES

According to the Chronicle of Morea, the castle of
Androusa was constructed by the renowned Frankish
ruler Guillaume de Villehardouin approximately in the
middle of the thirteenth century. Documents which
date from the period of the Principality of Achaia
(1205-1428) mention Androusa as the seat of the
military commander of the castell any of Kalamata. By
the end of the fourteenth century the castle serves as
a stronghold of the NavarreseCompany in Messenia.

Left: Aerial view of the castle
Below: View of the castle from the north before the restoration




To 1417 mePINABE YyIa UEPIKEG SEKTETIEG OTOLS AECTTOTEC
TOL MLOTEA KAl OTN CLVEXEID, OTTWG KAl N LITOAOITIN
MeAommovvnNoog, otoug OBwWUAVOLGS. ITN SIAPKEID TRV
KATOTTIVAV dIV®Y, N Avépoboa, E5p0a EMIOKOTING, AVa-
SeIkvLETAI € ONUAVTIKO SI0IKNTIKO KEVTPO TNG TOLPKO
KpaTOLHEVNG Meoonviag, evad LTTNEEE ESPa SIOIKNTIKNG
TEPIPEPEIAG (territorio) kal kata Tn B Evetokpartia (1685-
1715). H ox0pwor) TNG, wOTOC0, BA ATTOAECEl OTASIAKA
TNV QULVTIKA TNG OTTOLSAIOTNTA KAl NN ATTO TIC APXES
TOL 180V aIVA PPICKETAI OE EPEMMWSEN KATAOTAON. TO
TElXOG, ATTO TO OTTOIO CAUEPA SIATNEEITAl PIKOO UOVO
HEPOG, Exel TpaTedidoXNUN KATOWN KAl AKOAOLOEI o€
VEVIKEC YPAUPES TN SIAUOPP®ON TOL €6APOLG. L€
KAAOTEQN KATAOTACN OWlETAl N POPEIA KAI N AVATOAIKN
TOL TTAELPA, SIAPOPWPEVES e TOPAS AWISUATA, ETTI
TV oToiwy £5paldTav O TTEPISPOUOS TOL KATTEOU.
Ta T1OEa TOLG €ival OELKOPLPA KAl OPICHEVA ATTO ALTA
KOOMOULVTAI UE TTEPITEXVO KEQAUOTIAAOTIKO SIGKOOUO
oTa e€PAXIA TOLGS. Ta Teixn evioXLOVTAI O€ TAKTA SIACTH-
HATA PE TTOPYOLGS SIAPOPWY TXNUATWY.

From 1417 Androusa remained under the control of
the Despots of Mistra for a few decades. Afterwards
it was conquered by the Ottomans, following the fate
of the rest of Peloponnese. During the next centuries,
Androusa, becomes a bishopric and emerges as an
important administrative center of the Ottoman-held
Messenia. It was also the seat of an administrative district
(territorio) during the second period of Venetian rule
(1685-1715). Its fortification, however, gradually loses
its defensive significance. Consequently from the be-
ginning of the eighteenth century the castle lies in ruins.
The ground plan of the curtain wall, only a small part
of which survives today, is trapezoidal and generally
follows the contours of the terrain. Its northern and
eastern sections are better preserved. On these sec-
tions there is a series of blind arcades which support
the rampart-walk of the castle. The arches of those
arcades are pointed, and some of them are embel-
lished with elaborate decorative brickwork in their ex-
tradoses. The wallls are reinforced at regular intervals
with towers of various shapes.

AgpopmToypagia Tov KACTPOL Ao Ta BoPEIOAVATONIKA HETA TIG EPYATIEG ATTOKATACTACNG

Aerial view of the castle from the northeast after the restoration

O mepiSpopog Tov avaToAIKoL (emAva) Kal ToL BOPEIoL TEiXoLG (KATW) TIPIV, KATA TN SIAPKEIQ, KAl UETA TI EpYATieg amokaraotaong
The rampart-walk of the eastern (above) and the northern (below) sections of the castle before, during, and after the restoration
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O oyKk®ENG TTLEYOGS TTOL LWVETAI OTN VOTIOAVATOAIKN
yaVvia meavoTaTa ASToLPYOLOE WS AKPOTTLEYIO (don-
jon/keep), eved cLVIOTA TNV APXAIOTELN OXLPWUATIKA
KATAOKELI TOL PPOLPIOL. Ta TeixN KAl Ol LTTOAQITTOI
TTOPYOI TIDOOTEONKAV O€ UETAYEVETTEPN XOOVIKI TTEQIOSO.
MeyAaAo TUAUIA TNG AVATOAIKAG TTAELPAG AVAKEl TIIBAVAG
o€ UIa pAon ToL 140V AIKVA, EVGE TO POPEIO TEIXOGS UE TOLG
TTOPYOLG TTOL TO EVIOXLOLY MAiVETAl OTI EAVAKTIOTNKE
KaTd TOV 150 Qlcova, TIPOKEIUEVOL VA TIOOCAPUOCTE OTIG
AVAYKEG TNG VEAG AUULVTIKNG TEXVOAQYIAG TV TTLEO-
BOA®YV OTTAWYV, OTIWG LITOSEIKVLOLY Ol PIKPEG KAVO-
vIoBLpiSec oTOV POPEIOAVATOAIKO, TOV BOPEIO KAl TOV
BopelobuTIKO TTOPYO. To EPYO KAVACTAAGDGCN KAl ATTO-
KATAoTAON AVATOAIKOU TUAPATOCG TEIXWV KACTPOUL
Avépovoagy, Tmpobmoloyiopol 550.000,00 evpc, LAO-
TTOINBNKE e ALTETTIOTACIA ATTO TNV Epopeia ApxaloThTwyv
Meoonviag. Zekivnoe Tov ATTEINO ToL 2012 Kl OAOKANOGONKE
Tov OkT®REIo ToL 2015.

The massive tower rising on the southeastern corner
probably served as a keep (donjon) and it is the
earliest defensive building of the castle. The walls and
the remaining towers were added at a later phase. A
large section of the easternside probably dates back
to the fourteenth-century, while the northerncurtain
wall and its towers seem to have been rebuilt during
the fifteenth century. This reconstruction fook place
in order to reinforce the castle with the innovative
defensive techniques of that era that included gun-
powder artillery,as is indicated by the existence of
small cannon embrasures in the northeast, north and
northwesttowers. The project “Restoration of the eastern
section of Androusa castle walls”, with a total budget
of 550,000€, was implemented by the Ephorate of
Antiquities of Messenia via direct labor. It commenced
on April 2012 and was brought to completion on
October 2015.
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Emave: EowTEPIKN Amoyn TG TTPMTNG OTAOUNG TOL VOTIOAVATOAIKOL TTOPYOL
Above: The first floor of the southeastern tower during and after the restoration
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YTO TTAQICIO TOUL £OYOUL TTPAYUATOTTOINONKAY AVAOCKAPES
VIO TNV ATTOKAALWN TGV TEIXWV KAl TV TTOPY WV, OTEQE-
WTIKES ETTEUPRATEIG, NBOCLUTIANPGTEIC KAl AVAKTATEIG
KATECTPAUMEVRY TUNUATWY TNG TOIXOTTONAG, €papP-
HOYN EVEUATWV KAl dpuoAoyNUAT®Y. EmmAéoy Tpay-
HATOTTOINONKAY €QYATieG OTEYAVOTIOINONG OTA TeiXN
KAl OTOLG TTVPYOLG, AVAKATACKELAOTNKE TUNUA TOL
TIEOPEVOL VOTIOL TEIXOLG KAl KTIOTNKAV AVAANUUATIKOI
TOIXO!l VIO TN OLYKPATNON TWV TTPAVAYV. TEAOG, aTTO-
KaTaoTaOnkav ta §armeda, N SeEAUEVN KAl N ECWTEPIKN
KAILQKQ TOL UEYAAOL VOTIOAVATOAIKOU TTOPYOU, £V YIA
TNV KAAOTEON TTOOCTACIA TOL, TOTTOOETHONKE PETAAANIKO
OTEYAOTPO LE ETTIKAALYN ATTO TTOALKAPROVIKA PUOAAC.

H 6e§apevn oTn §£b0TEPN OTABKN TOL VOTIOAVATOAIKOL TTOPYOL
The cistern at the second floor of the southeastern tower
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The restoration project included excavations for
the uncovering of the curtain walls and towers,
reconstruction of ruined sections of masonry, grout
injections and pointing. Furthermore the walls and
the fowers underwent waterproofing freatment and
retaining walls were built. Additionally in the northeast
tower the floors, the cistern, and the interior staircase
were restored. Finally, a metal shelter covered with
polycarbonate sheets was installed on the tower to
ensure its protection.

ECTEPIKN ATTOYN TV TEIXGV KAl TOL BOPEIOAVATOAIKOL TTOPYOL
Inner view of the walls and the northeastern tower
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IUVTENEOTEG TOL EPYOL
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